
Name:            Source #___

What is the author’s purpose in the essay?  To inform?  To persuade?  To entertain?

Identify the author’s primary audience.  Why does this source speci!cally target this audience?
How do you know?

Cite several passages that illustrate the author’s thesis or central claim and discuss.  Point out speci!c lines, 
words, phrases.

Annotated bibliography entry, including source citation using MLA format.



Describe the essay’s tone.   What particular words or phrases reveal this tone? 

Identify rhetorical features and strategies that are evident in the text.  Point out speci!c lines, words, phrases, 
structure choices, diction...

How does this essay connect with other reading you’ve done / observations you’ve made / experiences you’ve 
had with the same information?  Look for connections and departures.

Evaluate the effectiveness of the author’s evidence, citing speci!c text.  Include, if appropriate, issues relating 
to the credibility, relevance, timeliness, and authoritativeness of the material.


